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February 4, 2020 

 
Christopher A. Prine, Clerk 
First Court of Appeals 
301 Fannin 
Houston TX  77002 
 
RE: Ex parte Joseph Eric Gomez 
  
Court of Appeals Number: 01-20-00004-CR and 01-20-00005-CR 
Trial Court Case Number: 1657519 and 1657521 
 
Dear Mr. Prine, 
 
Please forward this letter to the panel assigned to this case. Based on a prior order, 
I believe one of the panel members is Justice Kelly. 
 
Yesterday I requested an extension of time to file the State’s brief. A few hours 
later the appellant’s counsel responded, opposing my motion and criticizing me for 
not seeking extensions in other cases to prioritize his. I wish to respond to that. 
 
In my motion I listed four appellate briefs I had filed in the prior 20 days. One of 
these, Torres, was a case where I had already been granted two extensions. 
Another, Pham, was a case where the Fourteenth Court had requested a response to 
a motion for reconsideration—normally considered an expedited matter—over the 
holiday season and I had been granted an extension of time.  
 
A third, Moliere, was a requested response to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. It is my impression that most in the legal community believe responses to 
that court should be prioritized, though apparently the appellant’s counsel does not.  
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The fourth, Gallien, is a State’s appeal. The appellant’s counsel believes I should 
have delayed that case for his due to “the unique circumstances presented in this 
case,” but Mr. Gallien is in exactly the same position as the appellant: He is being 
held in jail, without a conviction, awaiting trial. Indeed, while the appellant’s case 
could be resolved in any number of ways during the pendency of this appeal, by 
law Mr. Gallien’s proceedings are stayed until the State’s appeal is resolved.  
 
The appellant is correct that pretrial habeas appeals are prioritized. But even for 
expedited appeals the appellate system is designed for accuracy, not speed. If this 
Court issues an opinion reversing the trial court’s denial of relief, the State will be 
able to seek discretionary review, and throughout that process—which could take 
anywhere from a couple of months to a year or more—the appellant will still be in 
jail. Thus a rushed decision without adequate input from the parties could cause 
even more delay than granting a reasonable extension.  
 
A couple of years ago I had cause to analyze how long it took Texas appellate 
courts to resolve habeas appeals. In 2016, there were 16 appeals where the trial 
court had denied relief on a pretrial habeas writ challenging the amount of bail. 
The period between the appellate court receiving the record and receiving both 
parties’ briefs averaged 73 days. I requested a 30-day extension, which would run 
until March 4. That is 61 days after the record was filed, which is well less than the 
state average for such cases.  
 
I write on average 40 briefs a year, and I consider the nature of each case in 
prioritizing my workload. That is part of fulfilling my sworn duty to see that justice 
is done. The appellant’s case is not the only time-sensitive one me or my 
colleagues handle. And my requested extension will not delay this case outside the 
ordinary time period required to resolve similar appeals.  
 
 Sincerely 
 
 
 /s/C.A. Morgan 
 Clint Morgan 
 Assistant District Attorney 
 Harris County, Texas 
 
  



Certificate of Service 
 
 I certify that I have requested that efile.txcourts.gov electronically serve a 
copy of this letter to: 
 
 Brent Mayr     Sierra Tabone 
 bmayr@mayr-law.com   stabone@mayr-law.com 
 
 Stanley G. Schneider 
 stans12@aol.com 
 
 /s/ C.A. Morgan 
 Clint Morgan  
 Assistant District Attorney 
 Harris County, Texas 
 500 Jefferson, Suite 600 
 Houston, Texas  77002 
 713 274 5826 
 morgan_clinton@dao.hctx.net 
 TBC No. 24071454 
 
Date: February 4, 2020 
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